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From The Team Leader
Dear Friends,
I hope this letter finds you w ell and rejoicing in the Lord!
Last w eek on the 27 th of April w e celebrated Freedom Day in South Africa. This year
w e commemorated 28 years of democracy in our country, a freedom that African
Enterprise also contended for, for many years. You can find out more about AE’s role in
our transition to democracy in the brilliant YouTube documentary “The Threatened
Miracle of South Africa’s Democracy”.
Contemplating our freedom in SA, I w as reminded of the famous Braveheart movie
speech by W illiam Wallace, and how he inspired his countrymen to fight and not run,
even though they w ere heavily outnumbered. As believers w e also need to be brave
and remember that w e are in a battle, a spiritual battle, w ith an enemy that w ants to
take aw ay our freedom.
Satan uses sin and the law to enslave us, but Galatians 5:1 says
"It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery."
African Enterprise has alw ays been contending for everyone in SA and across Africa to
know the freedom that w e have in Christ, and that is a mission that w ill remain until
the Lord comes back. We thank all our partners in this great mission, and invite you if
you are not yet partnering, to join AE and our Foxfire Youth Team through your giving,
as w e continue to share the freedom of Christ across Africa. Allow us to be your feet
on the mission field, by sending us out w ith your gifts and prayers.
Much love,
Theuns Pauw
CEO | AE South Africa
t.pauw@aeint.org

Missions News
MISSION TO MARITZBURG 2022
In this year of celebrating 60 years of ministry in Mission w e are excitedly preparing for
‘Mission to Maritzburg’ w hich takes place from 12-21 August 2022.
The first quarter has been dedicated to mobilizing churches in Pietermaritzburg and
w e praise God for the positive response that w e have received thus-far. We have
already established a steering committee w hich is gaining momentum as it starts
intensive planning tow ards this great event.
The follow ing logo w as adopted by the steering committee for this year’s Mission.

AE hosted a Pastors breakfast meeting w hich w as attended by a great number of
pastors, fully representing the various zones of our city. Pastors are enthusiastic
about the upcoming Mission event and are motivated to ensure its success. The
churches represented have pledged financial support in addition to support through
prayer and assistance (manpow er and volunteers). We are encouraged by the number
of additional churches that are coming on board and for their commitment to mobilizing
others w ithin their respective fraternals. We are confident that this w ill spread the fire
of enthusiasm and commitment to others as w e progress tow ards the mission.

Pastor’s breakfast at AE
Dumisani Fakude
Mission Setup Manager | AE South Africa
dfakude@ae.org.za

Community Engagement
CHRIST IS RISEN. HE IS RISEN INDEED!
We have just emerged from yet another year of repentance, remembrance and
celebration of the miracle of Easter. A forty-six day journey w hich began w ith
repentance on Ash Wednesday, flow ing into the spiritual discipline and grow th of the
season of Lent, plunging into the trauma of the Crucifixion of Christ on Good Friday
and culminating in the glory of Resurrection Sunday - the Good New s revealed!
Christ has w ashed aw ay our sins, reconciled us to God and given us the gift of eternal
life through faith in him.
AE Founder, Michael Cassidy (pictured here), recently
responded to an article by a local academic which featured
in a Pietermaritzburg newspaper shortly before Easter.
Whilst agreeing with the writer’s assessment of Jesus as a
person of the greatest possible ethical greatness, and
supreme moral and spiritual goodness - a “Social Prophet”
courageously willing to risk and sacrifice his own life for the
goodness he embodied, thought and practised; Michael felt
spiritually-bound to expound on the persona of Jesus of
Nazareth.

We share Michael’s thoughts and view s w ith you (paraphrased for the purpose of this
article).
One cannot logically take w hat Jesus taught about others and not, at the same time,
grapple deeply w ith w hat he taught about himself and God. One cannot take his
ethical morality and anthropology and ignore his theology and w hat he taught about
himself. We have to face his massively extravagant ego-centric claims about himself
and his identity w ith God the Father, e.g. “He who has seen me has seen the Father”
(John 14:9). This and other claims w ould make one call into question his goodness
and theological reliability unless indeed he w as God incarnate. Thus Anselm, the great
12th century Archbishop of Canterbury, could say of Jesus “aut Deus, aut non bonus”
(Either God or not a good man).

Could a good man say “I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes
in me, though he dies, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me
shall never die” (John 11:25-26)?
Could a good man claim that the Old Testament w as basically about him?
“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all
the scriptures the things concerning himself” (Luke 24:27)
Could a good man say that he w ould w rap up history? Referring to
himself and his Messianic title, he said “For as the lightning comes from the
east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man”
(Matthew 24:7) Likew ise: “They will see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:30”?
Could a good man, unless it w as true, say he w as the coming Messiah of
the Old Testament? Said Jesus to the Samaritan w oman after she had
mentioned the coming Messiah: “I who speak to you am he” (John 4:26).
Could a good man claim the divine right to forgive sins? To the paralytic,
“your sins are forgiven you” (Mark 2:5).
Could a good man say that he is the one w ho w ill be on the Judgement
Seat at the end of history? “The Father…has given all judgement to the
Son” (John 5:22).
Could a good man claim pre-existence? Said Jesus: “Before Abraham was,
I am” (John 8:58).
Could a good man in the same vein pray, “Glorify thou me in thy known
presence with the glory which I had with thee before the foundation of the
world” (John17:5).
Could a good man claim sinlessness? “Which of you convinces me of sin?”
(John 8:46).
Could a merely good man allow a follow er to fall at his feet and say “My
Lord and my God”? (John20:28).

Nor did he only die on that first Good Friday and “sacrifice his ow n life for the
goodness he embodied”, but he died vicariously as a ransom for the sins of the w orld.
Said Jesus: “The Son of Man came…. to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew
20:28). All the Apostles confirm this; notably Peter, “He bore our sins in his own body on
the tree” (1 Peter 2:24) and Paul, “He gave himself for our sins” (Galatians 1:4).
Michael concludes these thoughts and view s w ith an affirmation that w e cannot simply
take Jesus and his ethics and ignore his claims to deity and oneness w ith God the
Father. Said CS Lew is: “There is no halfway house”
Gavin John
Communications | AE South Africa
gjohn@ae.org.za

Flood Relief
African Enterprise partnered once again w ith several other ministries to reach out to
communities that fell victim to the flooding – the loss of 435 lives and possessions that
follow ed the torrential dow npours last month. We joined churches, traditional leaders
and Ward counsellors in Kw andengezi, a tow nship outside Hillcrest in Durban, in
response to this most recent disaster. Food parcels w ere distributed to families w ithin
the community.

Resident of Kwandengezi being ministered to and receiving food parcels
Thanda, w hose house w as w ashed aw ay by the flooding, tearfully described that
there w as a lot of w ind and thunder and that the w ater that w as coming out from
under ground had a strong force. One of the neighbors shouted w hen she saw that
the house w as about to collapse and they managed to escape. Thanda said that
everything w as destroyed, all that she and her family had w orked so hard to acquire.
She w as grateful that AE could help them w ith food because they w ere not able to
take anything w ith them w hen fleeing the house.

Thanda’s house that was washed away by floods
The Ward counsellor w as equally grateful and happy for the outreach w ith food
parcels and encouraging people w ith scripture because he found that he w as unable
to offer such encouragement, especially to those w ho lost their loved ones. He w as
very emotional w hen AE arrived on the scene to provide help saying that until then he
had been desperately asking for assistance but had not received any. He w ent on to
say that he had to use his ow n money to assist those w ho w ere in need and to house
the stranded in the community hall; and that he w as unable to sleep or rest because
he w as being pressured by the community to get help but none w as forthcoming. He
cried after giving his account of the situation. AE Team members, Dumisani &
Sphamandla prayed w ith him and he felt relieved thereafter. The assistant to the Chief
of the community also expressed his gratitude for AE’s intervention and ministry to the
people during this time of great loss and despair. He said that the Word that w as
shared during the distribution of the food parcels needed to be heard by the w hole
community because all of them need to know that God is w ith them in the midst of
their desperation. He w as impressed that AE did not merely arrive to hand out food
parcels but took time to encourage and pray w ith the members of the community. We
continue to pray for God’s hand of providence and protection over the estimated
40,000 people that have been displaced and continue to suffer as a result of the
flooding. If you w ould like to contribute tow ards relief for those affected by the
flooding, you can make a deposit into AE’s account (details at the bottom of the
new sletter) w ith reference: “Flood & your name”. Thank you so much for your support!
Noxy Gumede
Mission Setup Assistant | AE South Africa
ngumede@ae.org.za

Legacy News
A TRIBUTE TO JOHN TOOKE
This month w e commemorate John Tooke, An AE team member for decades and
founder of the Michael Cassidy and Friends Legacy Foundation, w ho passed aw ay on
30 March 2022.
John and his w ife Rona came to Christian commitment at the first AE Mission to
Maritzburg in 1962.
They both joined the AE team in 1967 as they launched the Spearhead mission, the
first full scale youth mission to the southern suburbs of Cape Tow n.

W ith his

background in public relations and graphic art John produced some amazing publicity
material for the mission and w as crucial in the formation of the evangelistic youth
home-groups w hich w ere central to that mission. Later that year came AE’s first
mission to W its University in Johannesburg. John’s role w as key. He quickly developed
into a preacher, teacher, and trainer in his ow n right.
Tw o years later John had risen to the position of setup co-ordinator for AE’s enormous
one-year Mission 70 to Johannesburg and Sow eto w ith no less than 300 churches
participating. It w as an achievement of note.
John continued to excel in the ministry on all these different fronts until the AE
Christian Leadership Training Centre w as established in 1980 w hen he became its
Director. This led into tw o decades of the Centre’s hey-day. During this time John
became deeply interested in how churches grow and develop w hich led him to go to
Fuller Seminary and take a Theological Degree in Church Grow th. W hen he returned
he w as the expert on the subject for the w hole of South Africa.
In 1991, John felt that he w anted to go into the Methodist ministry and learn more
deeply how to run and grow a local church. This he did successfully in the Cape for a
number of years before returning to How ick so he could share the home-straight of his
life w ith his friend Michael w hile he initiated and set up The Michael Cassidy and
Friends Legacy Project. Michael and Johns friendship w as very deep, special and close.
During these years John also did his PhD at the University of Pretoria, w riting his
dissertation on Michael Cassidy - Lay Apostle to the Cities of Africa.
John w as a deeply committed and involved family man.

He adored his first w ife

Rona, and w hen Rona finally got full-on dementia and w as institutionalised, unable to
speak or communicate, John visited her daily for four years and demonstrated
spectacularly w hat the w edding vow s w ere all about in loving for better or w orse, in
sickness and in health “until death us do part”.
By God’s glorious grace, a number of years later he married Christine Jarvis, the w idow
of Ralph, the long-time Director of AE Communications. How much w e praise God for
the four blissful years they had together. Our hearts go out so much to Christine and
John’s sons Lance, Larry and Lloyd, his grandchildren, extended family and friends.

Threatened Miracle of South Africa's Democracy
As we have just celebrated Freedom Day 2022, be sure to watch our
documentary, "The Threatened Miracle of South Africa's Democracy"

Charlene Pauw
Legacy Coordinator | AE South Africa
cpauw@ae.org.za

Foxfire News
Greetings AE Family,
Our 2022 Foxfire team w as commissioned on the 02 nd April 2022 after three months of
intensive training. Romans 10:15, “How can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is
w ritten: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” For the last tw o
years our commissioning service w as very small due to COVID restrictions; w e w ere
therefore so grateful to God that w e could have so many people join us this year,
these being the AE staff, the AE Board, the families of the Foxies and representatives
from Foxfire partnerships. We also had the privilege of being joined by the founder of
AE, Michael Cassidy and his w ife Carol.
The Commissioning Prayer w as done by the CEO of AESA, Theuns Pauw . The Foxies
are now equipped and commissioned to go out and minister to others. It w as such a
joy to gift each of the Foxies w ith a pair of new shoes, w hich they w ill use on mission.
We w ould like to take this opportunity to thank all those w ho contributed to the
purchase of the new shoes. We w ould also like to thank AE Board member, Linda
Grant, for going one step further and gifting each one of them w ith a pair of funky
socks. The Foxfire 2022 Commissioning w as an overall success.

The team w ill spend the remainder of the
year ministering in and around South
Africa. We have planned missions to Cape
Tow n, Sw aziland, East London, Zimbabw e
and Johannesburg. We also have the
Mission to Maritzburg that w ill take place
in

August

in

celebration

of

African

Enterprise’s 60 years of ministry.

Zwelihle Sokhela
Foxfire Manager | AE South Africa
zsokhela@ae.org.za

Training News
LEADERSHIP MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM [30-31 MARCH]
Our LMDP program had a fresh intake of students for 2022. The group came together
for the first time at The Centre at African Enterprise for the commencement of Module
1 of the program - the first of seven modules. Training began w ith a tw o-day induction
on understanding the purpose of ministry and the importance of fully embracing the
Christian faith.
Our 2021 group of students recently completed Module 5 of the program in February
2022. This Module focused on developing skills and competencies in pastoral care and
building healthy marriages and families.
The introduction of this new occupational Certificate provides the significant number of
spiritual leaders, w ho did not have a proper training opportunity in the past, w ith an
excellent opportunity to develop a relevant set of competencies that are recognised at
a national level. This program also provides religious communities, and society as a
w hole, w ith the assurance that their leaders are adequately trained.
Please keep these future leaders in your thoughts and prayers.
If you w ould like to know more about the program, or other training courses and
w orkshops, please feel free to email Gary Almeida on training@ae.org.za.
FOXFIRE -EXPLORE THE BIBLE [22 APRIL]
The 2022 Foxfire team w rote their first Explore exam w hich focused on understanding
God’s plan for the w orld from Genesis to Revelation. This basic overview of the Bible
prepared our team to know w hat God is like, w hy He made the w orld, and how w e can
know him through the plan of Christ’s redeeming w ork on the cross. This training
series is run in collaboration w ith George W hitefield college w hich is based in
Muizenberg, Cape Tow n.

The 2022 team w ill have additional training sessions

throughout their year of ministry.
Gary Almeida
Training Officer | AE South Africa
galmeida@ae.org.za

Centre News
I keep having to remind myself that I am not allow ed to complain about being so busy
after the last tw o years of being so quiet.
The Centre has been blessed to host Life Line, the Methodist Ministers, the Emmaus
Walk, Healing of Memories, Lighthouse Chapel International, One Life Foundation, as
w ell as the Foxfire training amongst others, making March an incredibly busy but
w onderful month, abuzz w ith people and frantic activity.

Thami and Sthe have had some fun days doing team building w ith the leadership of
One Life Foundation, as w ell as our Foxfires. They have taken many groups w alking
on our trail; the groups especially love the other (hidden) w aterfall.
These recent torrential rains have damaged our road again, though how dare w e
complain w hen w e consider the destruction and loss suffered by our brothers and
sisters in Durban and along the Coast. We have been praying for them as a team as
w e cannot comprehend w hat they are having to contend w ith.
I w ill be taking a w eek off in early May as my husband and I fly to Cape Tow n to see
our son. We had planned to visit early in the year having missed spending Christmas
together but this year appears to be galloping at such a rate that this is the first
opportunity for us to get aw ay.
It seems like summer is a thing of the past, but w e hope that so is Covid, lock dow ns,
gathering restrictions and the like!!
Sue Fuller
Centre Manager | AE South Africa
sfuller@ae.org.za

Partnership News
JABULANI LAPA – UPDATE
You may recall from previous reports (and several appeals) that the Jabulani Lapa w as
in a poor condition after the thatching gave w ay in several sections causing leaks
w hich sadly rendered the venue unfit for use. The quotations for repair w ere
significant and w e found ourselves having to embark on a major project.

Jabulani Lapa – Storm damaged
Tow ards the end of 2021, by divine intervention and the generosity of spirit from
certain donors (w ho w ish to remain anonymous), w e received a substantial donation
to fix the Jabulani Lapa. We are so blessed by this gift and so grateful.
“But this I say, He w hich sow s sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he w hich sow s
bountifully shall reap also bountifully” 2 Corinthians 9:6
Plans to w ork on this project began almost immediately. It w as agreed to cover the
thatch roof w ith sheeting to ensure protection and preservation, and to repair the
thatching underneath the sheeting in order to retain the aesthetics on the inside.
We approached a local business w ho graciously agreed to take on the project at cost.
They began w ork on the Lapa on the 08th February 2022 and managed to get enough
done in order for us to host the 2022 Foxfire Commissioning on 02nd April 2022; w hich
w as such an amazing event. We have subsequently held a Pastors meeting at the
Jabulani Lapa to w hich Pastors all across Pietermaritzburg w ere invited. If these
events are anything to go by, w e expect greater patronage for this venue and The
Centre now that w e have use of the Jabulani Lapa again. Some areas of the thatching
are still to be filled and w e are hopeful that this w ill be a completed w ithin the next
few w eeks but this has no impact on the use of the venue w hich is now ‘leak free!’
and fully functional again. Praise God!

Jabulani Lapa – Repairs in progress
The Jabulani Lapa is a great function venue that can accommodate up to 300 people
and there have already been several enquiries for its use. There are of course a
number of amenities that w e require to improve the services w e currently offer, some
of these are:
Gas Heaters for events in the w inter
Trestle Tables
Round Tables
Draping (as this is costly to alw ays hire)
If you are able to partner w ith us tow ards any of these needs please feel free to
contact me on 076 981 8792 or 033 347 1911 or via email: lchetty@ae.org.za
Lilisha Chetty
Partnership Development Manager | AE South Africa
lchetty@ae.org.za

Dear friends, w e w ould like to stand in faith w ith you for your prayer needs, so w e
invite you to send prayer requests to prayer@ae.org.za

From the bottom of our hearts, w e’d like to say a
BIG THANK Y OU to all of our donors and partners!
None of this w ould be possible w ithout you.
Your prayers, support, and encouragement help us keep the
Good New s alive in South Africa and beyond!
May our Lord richly bless you.
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